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hands, to be issued by the mayor's 
order, and whereas the mayor still 
claimed the best fine happening in 
his time as his due, that hereafter 
he only have 20s. sterling in lieu of 
such fine out of said fines. 

3. That no town's bond be passed, 
save at a general quarter-assembly? 
in the presence of eight aldermen, 
twelve burgesses, and other com- 
moners, and that it shall be lawful 
for any succeeding to sue the mayor 
and sheriffs so offending, for double 
the sum so entered into, and defran- 
chise thetu likewise. 

4. That no person cut any turf on 
the commons, or lead lands, with- 
out licence from the mayor, (except 
what shall be necessarily expended 
on the premises), they paying two 
load out of the score for the corpora- 
tion's use, the offender to be indicted 
for a waste and sued for damages. 

5. That no warrant for issuing the 
town's revenue be signed, but in 
open court on the first monday in 
every month. 

6. That no mayor or deputy-may- 
or be in election for the ensuing 
year, upon pain of defranchisement 
to all persons offending. — These 
bye-laws to be read every election 
day. 

7 That Fortunatus C^rrickfer- 
gcs, the town's child, be forthwith 
set apprentice at the town's charge. 

1678, 22d July.— That the fairs 
of this town be toll-free for seven 
years following, for the encourage- 
ment of those that will come thither. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

k 1 'HE following charitable plans, 
•*■ with the accompanying judicious 
remarks are selected from the Phi- 
lanthropist, a new periodical publica- 
tion, in London. They might be judi- 
ciously adopted in this country, par- 
ticularly at free-schools for girls. 



Care, however, should be taken to 
keep the plan distinct from the 
premiums distributed at the schools 
tor good conduct. E. 

Plan of pemy-club at Woodford for 
clothing poor children. 
Every child who is admitted a 
member of this club isto subscribe one 
penny per week, which it must bring 
to the ladies appointed to receive it, 
every Monday morning punctually 
at nine o'clock. This little fund js 
encreased by as many subscribers 
of a higher class as can be obtained, 
three subscriptions being necessary 
for every child, besides its own sub- 
scription. At the expiration of every 
quarter, namely, at Christmas, Lady- 
day, Midsummer, and Michaelmas, 
the sum which has been collected is 
allotted in equal shares to the chil- 
dren, but is never given to them i« 
money, the treasurer expending it 
for them in useful articles of cloath- 
ing, which they have the privilege 
of choosing for themselves, provided 
the cost does not exceed each share. 
The children are to show their clothes 
to them who subscribe for them. 
If the children are seen ragged or 
dirty they will be dismissed the club. 
To avoid trouble, the subscriptions 
of ladies a,nd gentlemen will be 
received at Christmas and Midsum- 
mer, being at one penny per week, 
two shillings and two pence half 
yearly*. 

Plan of tke penny-club, Stoke-New- 
mgton, commenced in 1 809 , for the 
purpose of assisting and encourag- 
ing the poor in clothing their children. 
One penny per week to be 
paid by each child, and one pen- 
ny by the subscriber. 

Any persons disposed to become 
subscribers, are requested to send 
to the treasurer their own names, 
and the names and places of abode 



* * There is club at Clapham, requiring 
four subscribers for each child. 
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of the children whom they wish to 
make members of the club, orovid- 
ed such children are not at any 
school, &c. from which they receive 
regular clothing. The child must 
^abe or the mother send, one penny 
every Monday, beginning iron* 
Christmas or Midsummer half year, 
to the collector, who will transmit 
it at stated tiroes to the treasurer. 
Neglect or irregularity in sending 
the penny, must forfeit the claim to 
the benefits of the club. At Mid- 
summer and Christinas the collector 
wil) -call for the Subscriptions, via. 
two shillings and two pence for each 
child, with an additional six-pence 
at Christmas as a remuneration for 
her time and trouble f After each 
collection, the treasurer is to make 
enquiry of the mothers into the arti- 
cles of clothing most wanted, and 
smploy the money four shillings 
and four pence for fiach as advan- 
tageously as she can, directing the 
children' to show the clothes to those 
who subscribe for thetn. 

Although the principal view held 
out by each of these plans is sub- 
stantially the same, yet they dif r 
fer in minor points of considerable 
importance. In one instance three, 
in another four, and in the last only one 
subscriber are attached to the pay- 
ment of each child, the former with 
the intention of furnishing all the 
apparel requisite, and consequently 
confining the benefit to a few : the 
latter more diffusive in its operation, 
embracing a wider circle, but cir- 
cumscribing the personal advantage 
to each individual; and it deserves 
serious reflection, whether the pror 
portion of four or three to one is not 
more than can be looked upon by 
the parents as the fair recompense 
of their own economy: and whether 
it is not preferable to admit seve- 
ral children of the same family to a 
participation of the advantage, ra- 
ther than by doing more for one 
child, produce a distinction in their- 
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appearance, which may lead to un " 
ki«d feelings and unfavourable coo* 
sequences. 

The economical and jtidiciotls ap- 
plication of these small sums isr 
found to produce a greater elfect than 
could be reasonably anticipated : fdiif 
shillings and four penpe doubly sub- 
scribed, that is, eight shillings and 
eight pence annually cautiously ex- 
pended, will nearly elothe slii infant, 
and will supply a considerable poiv 
tion <?f the clothing for younger chil- 
dren ; and if arrangements of this 
sort could he connected with the 
Lancastrian system of education, it 
would materially tend to produce 
that decency of appearance in the 
children, which is desirable iri every 
public institution. The plans above 
recited encourage jn poor families 
the important hahit of regular sav- 
ing, and the additiqa of an equal 
sijm from the subscriber, should be 
considered rather as the just reward 
of industry and good conduct, than 
as a mdre char.|able dqiiatjon. Thus, 
while the benevolent dispositions of 
the affluent are cherished and broaght 
into activity, the poor are taught the 
practical value of small savings con- 
stantly accumulating ; they learn to 
feel the advantages resulting front 
order and perseverance j they are 
instructed in the important art of 
adopting the most effectual means 
to the accomplishment of a parti- 
cular end, and thus the best interests 
and gratifications of both classes 
are made to combine and support 
each other. 

JHor the Belfast Monthly Magazine- 

AN ORIGINAL LETTER FfiOM DR. DUCHAL, 
DESCRIPTIVE OF THE LIFE AND LA- 
BOURS OKA PROTESTANT JlISSENTlNC 
MINISTER, IS THE VEAR 1738. 
DEAR SIR, 

I HAVE read all your criticisms 
concerning myself, without frown, 
«oo 



